From the first NCC meeting submitted by Billy Edwards

36 clubs were present. It was announced that the number of regions were being
increased from 7 to 10. Roger Mikos presented the new Bylaws. My favorite highlight
over the weekend were bus trips to One Village Place. Busses left every 12 minutes
both days - once there you could take your time and just come back when you liked
(when you got back on the bus you received a Dept-56 license plate cover). One of the
pictures is the Dickens Room at One Village Place. The new Disney Village was on
display at the Gathering. Also, this was the year of the dealer Black Vans - Bachman's
was the first of the 13. Rebecca Fulton's North Pole display with the fish bowl basement
was one of displays. The photos included our Air Cap 56ers newsletter | wrote
afterwards, as well as the next NCC Bulletin. It was such a great NCC First Annual
Convention.






The Wagner's Write

1400 people from member clubs were in attendance. A of
their clubs in grand style - costumes, hats, floats, dances, and songs.
their outstanding presentations. The fact that some clubs chose to "di
standard for next year’s rally! Many clubs that marched indicated that
win the prizes themselves. The challenge is on!! Lynn and I had the goo
“first” in the Nation -"The Parade of States Club Rally”. We can’t wait for the futu

In all, over fifty prizes were awarded to clubs covering all categones from 1
Department 56 welcomed the clubs to Minneapolis and their night of fun and frivolity. The Rally event, w
believe, adds another dimension to collecting our Department 56 Houses and Snowbabies. e

The roll call of clubs by states triggered the parade of clubs. In all some 125 clubs’ names were called
and 50 associate members were referred to and honored by green NCC plaques adorning the stage. What
growth in one year!

For those who attended, there was the opportunity to purchase the NCC 1994 event piece - a “green”
ringmaster carrying a sign saying NCC 94-"56". For their admission fee all attendees received a tote bag
bearing the logo and name of the event, a button on which to write their name, an NCC 1994 convention
pin, and information provided by NCC Associate Members. NCC sweatshirts and tee shirts honoring the
First National Convention were also sold.

Incidentally, the event piece can be purchased from the NCC on supplied forms up to November 1,
1994, after which it will no longer be produced. Other items for sale will be on a "first come" basis until
sold out.

Throughout the Rally and again during the NCC dinner on Saturday night a raffle was held for Jean-
Marie Dickens signed limited edition houses. The funds raised, some $2,000, was presented to Jean-Marie,
our featured dinner speaker, on Saturday evening for her Dickens Heritage Foundation. We were very
pleased to be able to present this rather substantial amount to this most worthwhile charitable endeavor.

Also at the Saturday NCC dinner, recognition was paid to all of the NCC Board Members and their
spouses who gave 5o tirelessly of their personal time and expense for twelve months to help bring about this
first annual NCC convention. As a token of appreciation, they were presented with a "gold” ringmaster by
;Mw After all, we reasoned, if Department 56 could have a gold "van", the NCC could have a
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seminars - one on the Secondary Market and one on Insurance. They also had .
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I believe that the highlight for everyone were the tours of the D-56
Showrooms. Busses ran every 12 minutes both days. However, once you got
there you were free to look at your own pace and could catch any bus back
downtown. I still like the Snow Village display best. It is a large
panoramic display with the houses in chronological order. The Heritage series
are in shadow boxes with the limited pieces all together on a large glassed in
table. There is a Charles Dickens’ Room. The thing that surprises most
pecple are the displays of the other things that D-56 markets. There is a
whole line of decorative pencils, Ted D. Bear, a Rodeo series of items, a Lake
series, a Grizzly series, a Tour the USA series. They gave each of us a D-56
License Plate holder when we got back on the bus. On the way home from
Minneapolis, we bought a small fishing vest with zippers and fishing hooks
from the Lake series and a Ted D. Bear to wear it. I also bought a salt and
pepper shaker set that looks like a tent and a small woody station wagon so I

could put the tent in my Snow Village.

The National Council of Clubs lst Annual Convention was held in conjunction
with the Bachman's Gathering. On Friday night there was a large rally with a
“parade of states”. The Village Krewe from New Orleans were dressed for Madi
Gra and threw beads and cups to the crowd. The Tennessee clubs were dressed
like famous Tennessee people (Elvis, Davy Crockett), the Kentucky clubs wore
jockey silks and pulled a small horse. A couple of men from the Joplin club
and two ladies we know from the Tulsa club were also there. It was fun, but a
little too long. Most of us were wanting to get back to the hotels. The
Dickens Exchange was sponsoring a Room Hop on Friday night after the Rally at
both the Normandy Hotel and the Athletic Club. Saturday, Sharon and I had
lunch with several people from other clubs that I had met and corresponded
with through the D-56 Bulletin Board on Prodigy on the computer. The NCC
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The D-56 Quarterly announced 13 special company-sponsored "Gatherings" with
Bachman's being the first. These are "Black Van" gatherings (they are like
the original Black Van, but has the shops logo on one side and door). Judith
Price, Rhonda Ritchie, Jeanne-Marie Dickens and other D-56 VIPs will be at
most of these. They are ticket events. In some cases a portion of the ticket
price will go towards purchases. They each will have other activities similar
to Bachman's. They are as follows:

Bachman's Minneapolis, MN Aug 27 & 28
Lock, Stock & Barrel Rochester, NY Sept 17 & 18
Christmas Dove Barrington, NH Sept 17 & 18
The Limited Edition Merrick, NY Sept 24 & 25
Incredible Christmas Place Pigeon Forge, TN Sept 24 & 25
Robert's Christmas Wonderland Clearwater, FL Oct 1.& 2
Fortunoff's Westbury, NY Oct 8 & 9
Stats Floral Pasadena, QA Oct 8 & 9
North Pole city (OK Ragene) Oklahoma City, OK oct 15 & 16
Bronner's Frankenmuth, MI oct 21 & 22
William Glen Sgirame;x;o, CA 822 33 : gg
s
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/\ NATIONAL COUNCIL OF "58" CLUBS

651 PERIMETER DRIVE, SUITE 600
/\ LEXINGTON, KY 40517

De ! ;
ar National Council Convention/Bachman Gathering Visitor

Welc

Conv::z;on!"e are so glad you are here at our very First National

the cecron We hope that you will enjoy the activities provided by
ncil and by Bachmans’. The activities are as follows:

Friday, August 26 All States Rally - Convention Center Ball-
room doors, open-at 6:15 PM.

Saturday & Sunday, NCC/Bachman Gathering Events - Convention
August, 27 & 28 Center Exhibit Hall.
Seminar Schedule is as follows:
10:00 AM Using the Secondary Market(NCC)
11:30 AM You Asked for It-Again(Dept.56)
1:00 PM The Well-Dressed Village(Dept.56)
2:30 PM Insuring Your Collection(NCC)
Displays, Workshops, Current and Secondary
sales, etc..on-going daily to ticket hold-
ers.

Saturday, August 27 NCC Dinner - Convention Center Room 103
(all dinner tickets have been sold, so if
you have a ticket, we will see you there!)

Doors open at 6:15 PM.

NCC Annual Meeting - Convention Center(NCC
Meeting Room 103) 12:30 PM (For NCC Club
Representatives only).

sunday, August 28

he National ggunci; ofED 6T Clubs First Convention Event Piece

ijties at the

ece will be available 1in limited gquant $

T:izn - when these are sold, the piece can be ordered on sp::l
Egzzgnform; up to October 1, 1994. After October 1, the piece W

be retired. The cost of the piece is $15.00.

Have a wonderful time at the Convention and The Gathering!

Happy Collecting!

ﬂaw\‘/oéﬂ""

Co-presidents
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HEHBERSHIP MEETING AG] AGENDA
AUGUST 28, 1994
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