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29th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, September 26th
Cocktails: 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Dinner: 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Come and join the Villagers for an afternoon of good
food and fellowship as we celebrate our 29th
Anniversary at Sammy’s Italian Pizza Kitchen. They
are located in the Eastport shopping center at 1007
Bay Ridge Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21403. They are
an Italian restaurant with
a reputation for five-star
service and quality while
being one of the most
affordably priced
restaurants in Annapolis
especially with the
portions they provide.
The Restaurant is well
known for having some of the best pizza around
though they offer much more than pizza; they also
serve authentic Italian cuisine, pasta, salads, subs,
and more. There are specials that are Italian classics
that showcase the delightful taste of Italy’s 20 regions.
Each attendee will order from the regular dinner menu
and pay individually. Parking is free.
If you plan to attend, please contact Dean Stevenson
at 410-923-2755 or email:
deanpstevenson@gmail.com to sign-up. The deadline for sign up is no later than the Membership
Meeting on September 14th.

VOLUME 29, NUMBER 5
Next Membership
Meeting
Tuesday, September 14th
Agenda includes:
♦ Business Meeting
♦ Presentation by Lisa
Johnson (Department 56
Representative)

Lisa Johnson Will Join Zoom
September Membership
Meeting
The September Membership
Meeting will be held using the Zoom
format only.
Details for
joining the
meeting will
be provided
prior to the
meeting. Lisa
Johnson will
be joining the
meeting as our honored guest
speaker. She is a Regional Account
Executive for Department 56 and
will be talking about new pieces,
offering news about Department 56
and ready to answer questions. Lisa
resides in San Diego, California.
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The Prez Says…
Welcome to the August/September issue of The Village Crier.
It appears that we have incurred a setback on the road to
recovery from the pandemic and are entering a new phase.
The rapidly spreading Delta Variant is described as highly
contagious and we need to update our thinking about
exposure risks. In light of the current situation and with most
of our members being in the most vulnerable category, we
will continue to evaluate the existing conditions and
guidelines with respect to in-person activities/events. As
always, the safety of our members is the primary concern.
The Villagers enjoyed a festive and fun filled evening at the
“Salute to America” event at the July Membership Meeting. A
big thank you to Dean Stevenson for overseeing the planning
and preparation of traditional picnic type food items for the
dinner. She was ably assisted by Trudi Baer and Stella
Angelucci. Many thanks to those who helped set-up and
otherwise helped out. I wish to thank everyone who attended.
It was a nice turnout and a great evening.
The club had 18 members register for the NCC Virtual Mini
Gathering on Saturday, July 31st. Pete Baer has received the
special prize boxes from Melinda Seegers and will be
distributing the items to the Villagers that registered for the
event.
At this time, we are still planning to hold our 29th Anniversary
Celebration at Sammy’s Italian Pizza Kitchen in Annapolis on
Sunday afternoon, September 26th. If you have not signed up,
there is still time to do so. The deadline for sign-up is no later
than the September Membership Meeting on September 14th.
If the pandemic conditions permit, the “Village Display
Exposition” will take place at an in-person November
Membership Meeting. If conditions do not permit, the event
will be conducted via a Zoom format. This event is a great
opportunity to implement that display idea that you may have
had in mind for a while. Let’s have a nice showing of the
talent and creativity that we know exists within the club.
Congratulations to Pete Baer for receiving the NCC
President’s Award. Pete has served as the club’s Treasurer
for over 25 years and is currently serving as the Social Media
Coordinator for the NCC.
The American Legion Post 175 has provided a meeting place
for the club for over 25 years. Our annual donation to the
Post validates the Villagers continued support for veterans,
service members and their families. See article on page 11.
The September Membership Meeting will be a Zoom only
meeting with Lisa Johnson (D56 Rep) joining as guest
speaker.

Bob
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July Membership Meeting Recap
Bob Eustice called the meeting to order.
The minutes of the May Membership Meeting
were accepted as submitted in the June/July
Newsletter. Pete Baer reported a balance of
$1,805.65 in the general fund and a charity
fund balance of $1,167.73.
Reports were presented as follows:
● NCC
● 29th Anniversary Celebration
● Village Display Exposition
● Program for September Membership
Meeting
The evening concluded with the “Salute to
America” event. See recap on this page.
The minutes for the meeting are shown on
page 12.

“Salute to America” Recap
The “Salute to America” event at the July
Membership Meeting was a memorable
evening with twenty-three (23) Villagers in
attendance.
We enjoyed a delightful dinner that
consisted of fried chicken, hot dogs,
potato salad, baked
beans, apple pie and
watermelon slices.
The decor reflected
the patriotic colors of
red, white and blue.
Background patriotic
musical favorites on instrumental acoustic
guitar contributed to a festive atmosphere.
The evening concluded with the
presentation of a 45-minute video entitled
“America’s Greatest Monuments.” The
video described how the monuments in
Washington, DC have become a permanent
record of our nation’s history.

.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS
The following members
are celebrating a birthday
in September or October.
On behalf of The
Annapolis Villagers, we
wish you the best on your special day.
Bob Eustice
09/01
Barbara Schubring
09/18
Dick Baker
09/19
Kate Eustice
09/22
Jeanne Steffan
09/25
Trudi Baer
09/25
Dick Schwinger
10/01
Rita Carter
10/21
Rich Steffan
10/24
If your birthday is not listed, we apologize but
we do not have your birthday in our data base.
Please notify Pete Baer so the data base can be
updated.

Raffle at Anniversary Celebration
At the 29th Anniversary Celebration, a
raffle will be held for the Department 56
Halloween Village “Animated Ghosts In
The Graveyard.”
The features of the
piece include:
♦ Figurines of
two ghosts &
two children;
and six gravestones.
♦ Children and ghost figurines moving
around the graveyard.
This piece is an ideal addition to your
Halloween Village collection or serve as a
stand-alone decoration for Halloween.
All proceeds from the raffle will go into our
charity fund. Tickets will be $2.00 each or
three (3) for $5.00. See Dean Stevenson
for tickets.
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Sunshine Corner
By Marsha Voigt
Today is noticeably lacking in sunshine – outside
anyway it’s gray and rainy. But we always have
inside. So inside – I’m sunshiny because I think of
you all and how good it is to be with you whether inperson or on Zoom. And the fact that Zoom recently
got us together with a lot of other D56 types for a
virtual gathering. We know Pete played a big role in
that all working, and as a reward for all of us who
joined in – some great items from Ms. Lit Town.
How many smiles does that bring!
And I’m sunshiny because I’m safe; air conditioned;
too well-fed; on the recovery side of a muscle spasm
in my back; have my dear feline friends Ike and
Mickey making themselves available for head and

belly scratching; have Larry to watch NASCAR
races with; see a bunch of murder mysteries to
read; and I have a nearby swimming pool to splash
around in – or teach a water aerobics class. So dear
friends – be joyful and grateful. Take care of
yourselves – we know we’re so prone to aches and
pains. Let me know if I can send a card to another
Villager to cheer them. mlvoigt@verizon.net.

Pete Baer Receives
NCC President’s Award
At the NCC Virtual Mini Gathering on
Saturday, July 31st, Richard Puckett,
NCC Co-President,
announced that Pete
Baer was the recipient of
the NCC President’s
Award. The award is a
milestone award that is
presented annually. It
recognizes someone who through their
selfless actions have left a permanent
and positive imprint on the National
Council of 56 Clubs, its Member Clubs
and Department 56 collecting.

August/September Issue of NCC Club Connection
In this issue, Sue Chretien and Richard Puckett, NCC Co-Presidents, recount the highlights of the
first NCC Virtual Mini Gathering that was held on Saturday, July 31st. Over 300 village collectors
gathered via Zoom and $7,500 was raised for the “First Responders Children’s Foundation.” With
the gathering event over, the focus now shifts to the election
of a new Executive Board and Representatives for OddNumbered Regions.
The 35-page newsletter includes the “Connecting With Our
Clubs” article which contains submissions by the clubs that
is presented by NCC regions. The submissions offer a
multitude of photos and descriptions of recent NCC club
activities and events.
In the article “From Ms. Lit Town”, Melinda Seegers notes
that Department 56 has put a final stamp on the 2022 introductions and the village artists are
working on the mid-year 2022 and 2023 introductions. The 2021 annual retirements will be
announced on November 5th.
To access the Club Connection, visit the NCC website at http://ncc56.com and go to the Club
Connection Access page which is an archive of the NCC Club Connection newsletters. A
password is needed for access to this restricted to “Members Only” page. For the password,
please contact Pete Baer at (410) 867-0086 or email at Baers4D56@verizon.net.
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Village Display Exposition
Tuesday, November 9th
♦ PARTICIPANTS NEEDED ♦
● CREATE A DISPLAY ●

INTRODUCTION
The club will conduct a “Village Display Exposition”
at the November Membership Meeting. Members
may participate by creating and bringing a
display(s). There will be no competition. This will be
a fun activity rather than a contest, but there will be
prizes!!!
RULES
♦ The theme is the entrant’s choice.
♦ Display can be in any container, i.e., basket, crate, box, styrofoam base or
other of your choice. The width and depth of the container/base must not
exceed a total of 60". A circular display base must not exceed 120" in
circumference.
♦ The majority of buildings and accessories/figurines must be Department 56
and/or Lemax pieces.
♦ Setup time is limited to one (1) hour prior to start of meeting. All displays
must be set up by 7:00 p.m. Take down time is limited to one (1) hour after
the meeting ends.
PRIZES
All participants will be entered into a special prize drawing for three (3) $25 gift
certificates for the Forget-Me-Not Factory. You may enter multiple displays. However,
you will be entered into the special prize drawing just once.
If you would like to participate, please contact Bob Eustice at 301-552-1858 or email at
th
.beustice7009@msn.com. All entrants must be signed up no later than November 5 .

Internet Links
The Annapolis Villagers Website
http://annapolisvillagers.org
NCC Website
https://ncc56.3com
Department 56 Website
https://www.department56.com

The Village Collector Website
http://www.thevillagecollector.com/
Lemax Website
https://www.lemaxcollection.com
Department 56 Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Department56

The Village Crier
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“Lake Tranquility” Village Vignette
By Bob Eustice

Visualize the serenity of a placid mountain lake in autumn. A rustic hunting and fishing lodge
surrounded by lodgepole pines provides a picturesque view of colorful autumn foliage and
distant snow-capped mountain peaks. A lone wolf lurks in the woods; a majestic bull moose
wades in the lake; a bear catches a fish and an eagle
is in flight. A hunter returns from a successful hunt
and a fisherman gently displays his fly-casting skills.
The quietude is only disturbed by the birds singing
and occasional jumping of the fish.
This realistic village vignette is intended to replicate a
scene that you might find by a lake in the Rocky
Mountains in autumn. The New England Village
“Pine Creek Hunting Lodge” is featured and is
surrounded by lodgepole pine trees acquired from
Scenic Express. The landscaping also includes
Department 56 “Village Autumn Trees” and pine
trees from Scenic Express. The lake was created by
using Envirotex epoxy resin with drops of blue dye
added to provide color. The embankments for the lake were formed from a product called
Sculptamold modeling compound and covered with a mixture of sand and miniature rocks.
The backdrop is a poster that was acquired from the AllPosters Company that shows a Rocky
Mountain autumn scene that includes colorful foliage and snow-capped mountains.

New England Village
New England Village
New England Village
“Pine Creek Hunting Lodge” “Fly-casting In The Brook” “Successful Hunter”

“Bear Catches A Fish”

“Bull Moose Wading In Lake”

“Eagle In Flight”

“Wolf Lurking In
The Woods”
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2021 Introductions for Dickens’ Village
Welcome to Victorian England, where famed author Charles Dickens grew up and set many of
his iconic stories. Now the distinct and vibrant style of Dickens and his world can be a part of
your Village.
“St. Pancras Old Church”
"Saint Pancras Old Church" is a parish church in
Somers Town, Central London. It is believed to
be the oldest site of Christian worship in England
and may date back to the 1500s. It has stone-like
walls with a gray, slate-style roof. Above the main
entrance is a rose window. The tower has a faux
clock with Roman numerals on its faces. The
coordinating accessory is “The Hardy Ash.”

“Royal Corps of Drums”
This is the 12th piece and final piece for
the "Twelfth Night" series in Dickens' Village.
The Corps of Drums, also known as "Drums"
was originally used as signallers when entering
battle. They have been part of the British military
since the 16th century. Above the front door is a
sign that reads Royal Corps of Drums. On the
roof above the entrance, the building flies the
Union Jack flag. The coordinating accessory is
“Drummers Drumming.”
“Radcliffe Camera”
As part of the second oldest university in the English
speaking world, the Radcliffe Camera is a focal point
at Oxford University in Oxford, England. The
name "Camera" comes from the Latin, "room". The
stone-like walls have a round shape with a railing
near the top. At the center of the building, there is a
grey, domed roof. There is a series of doors around
the base with the main door accompanied by a set of
steps. The coordinating accessory is “Oxford
Professor and Student.”
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2021 Introductions for Dickens’ Village (continued)
“Cotswold Greengrocer”
The Cotswolds is a beautiful rural area west and
south of London filled with rolling hills and quaint
architecture. The Greengrocer is a British and
Australian term used to describe a retailer where
mainly fruits and vegetables are sold. In front of
the right window, there is a stand and basket of
apples as well as a milk churn. In front, there is a
green cart with carrots and other produce. The
coordinating accessory is “The Day’s Fresh
Produce.”
“Battersea The Dogs’ Home

Battersea has been looking after abandoned and
unwanted animals since 1860 and is based in
South West London. Each year they care for over
7,000 dogs and cats. It is one of the UK's oldest
and best known animal rescue centers and was
heavily supported by Dickens. Next to the double
dark gray doors in front is a jail-style grill with a
small animal-sized opening behind it. The
coordinating accessory is “Man’s Best Friends.”

“Chelsea On The Thames Pub”
This friendly drinking establishment is located
just on the edge of the Thames River where
the outside steps lead down to the water. It is a
local gathering place for salty seamen and
local street vendors. The building is raised up
off the ground and has a deck on the side. The
deck has steps that go down to sandy ground.
Around the edges of the wood-like deck is a
cord railing. Christmas wreaths and garlands
adorn one side of the building. The coordinating
accessory is “Preparing For Tomorrows
Catch.”
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Charity Raffle
During future membership meetings and events, a charity raffle will be conducted for a realistic
village vignette that is contained in a basket and features the
Dickens’ Village “Battersea The Dogs’ Home” and associated
accessory “Man’s Best Friends.” Both of these pieces were new
introductions in 2021 and were donated to the club by Lisa
Johnson (Department 56 Representative).
The building is a replica of the Battersea that has been looking
after abandoned and unwanted animals since 1860 and is based
in South West London. Each year they care for over 7,000 dogs
and cats. It is one of the UK's oldest and best-known animal
rescue centers.
Department 56 accessories include:
♦ “City Fence” and “City Gate”
♦ “Village Cobblestone Road”
♦ Six “Sisal Trees”
♦ Playful Black Lab”
All proceeds from the raffle will go into our charity fund. Tickets
are $2.00 each and three (3) for $5.00. See Dean
Stevenson for tickets.
Close-up of entrance to the
“Battersea”

Game of Thrones Village
The Game of Thrones Village is a 2021 mid-year introduction by Department 56. The inspiration for
the newest licensed village is based on the American fantasy drama television series that premiered
on HBO in the U.S. in 2011 and concluded in 2019 with 73 episodes broadcast over eight seasons.
Game of Thrones attracted a record viewership on HBO and has a broad, active, and international fan
base.

Night King

Cersel & Jamie
Lannister

Castle Black

Jon Snow

Winterfell Castle

Daenerys &
Targaryen

Drogon

Ned Stark
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Olde Fashion Christmas Party
Tuesday, December 14th

If the pandemic restrictions allow, we will be having our annual Christmas
get together at the Legion again this year. The festivities will include great
food and other surprises. A sign-up sheet will be available at the November
Membership Meeting. Please indicate the dish (appetizer, salad, main dish
or dessert) that you would like to bring to the buffet. The dish should serve
eight (8) people.
We will again be needing volunteers to help set up and cleanup. If you would like to
help out, please indicate on the sign-up sheet.
We will have more information in the next newsletter. Save the date and join us for
an evening of fun and fellowship!!!

“FAO Schwarz”
The “FAO Schwarz” building is a 2021 Department 56 Christmas In The
City introduction. It is a replica of the oldest toy store in the United
States. It opened in New York City on Fifth Avenue in 1870. FAO
Schwarz is known for its high-end toys, life-sized stuffed animals,
interactive experiences and games. The dance-on piano, made famous
by the 1988 Tom Hanks film Big, brought national attention to the brand.
The new FAO Schwarz store was opened at 30 Rockefeller Plaza in
November 2018.
This building features intricate windows and metal
railings and the famous clock face is right above the
red awning that is piled with snow. The coordinating
accessory is the “Joining Forces.” This Schwartz
soldier is dressed to the nines in his red coat with gold accents as he shows a
small child how to do a correct salute before he goes in and goes toy shopping!

2022 House Tours
January 7th - 9th
A highlight event of the year for our club, the 2022 Annual Annapolis Villagers House
Tours will be held the weekend of Friday, January 7th through Sunday, January 9th. In the
event of inclement weather, the tours will be rescheduled to the following weekend. We
are looking for members who would like to open their homes for the 2022 House Tours. If you
are interested in hosting a stop on the House Tours, please contact Pete Baer at (410) 8670086 or email at Baers4D56@verizon.net. A sign-up sheet will be available at the
November Membership Meeting and the Christmas Party.

The Village Crier
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American Legion Post 175
By Bob Eustice
For over 25 years, The Annapolis Villagers have used the Banquet Hall at the
American Legion Post 175 in Severna Park for meetings and other events.
Post 175 does not charge the club for using the Hall. However, the club makes
an annual donation to show our appreciation. Post 175 puts the donation to
good use in supporting their extensive endeavors. Post 175 not only serves
veterans and current service members: but also serves the local youth and communities. During
the holiday period, Post 175 gives back in many ways…by visiting Veterans, participating in the
Toys for Tots program, helping with Wreaths Across America, and donating coats, clothing and
holiday gifts to families in need throughout Anne Arundel county.
The American Legion’s mission statement is: To enhance the well-being of America’s veterans,
their families, our military and communities by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. The American
Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veteran’s organization. Focusing on
service to veterans, current service members and
communities, the Legion evolved from a group of warweary veterans of World War I into one of the most
influential nonprofit groups in the United States.
Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local
posts sprang up across the country. Today, membership
stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts
worldwide. Over the years, the Legion has influenced
considerable social change in America, won hundreds of benefits for veterans and produced
many important programs for children and youth. Some of the American Legion programs and
services in which Post 175 is involved are as follows:
Veterans and Military Members:
Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW): Military personnel and veterans recovering from wounds
and illnesses at medical facilities and transition units receive comfort items, rehabilitation
equipment and recreational opportunities through Operation Comfort Warriors.
Buddy Check: Under the Buddy Check program, legion posts throughout the country assemble
teams to safely contact local veterans and their families by phone, email, text message and
personal visits to see what help they may need and what the American Legion could do for them.
Veterans & Children Foundation: This foundation provides temporary financial assistance to
eligible active-duty military members and veterans with children in the home in unexpected
financial crisis.
Veterans Employment & Education Division: This division helps to ensure that veterans
receive ample opportunities for success once they leave the military.
Youth & Family:
Scholarships: Collage scholarships are awarded to children whose parents lost their lives while
serving our country.
Oratorical Contest: The contest exists to develop deeper knowledge and appreciation for the
U.S. Constitution among high school students. The orators earn some of the most generous
college scholarships available to high school students. Competition starts at the Post level and
advances to the State.
Family Support Network: Provides assistance to ensure that no service member and family
endures hardships caused by military service.
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The Annapolis Villagers
Membership Meeting
July 13, 2021

Bob Eustice called the meeting to order at 5:55 p.m. He welcomed everyone to the first inperson membership meeting at the Legion since January 2020.
The minutes for the May Membership Zoom meeting were accepted as submitted in the
June/July Newsletter. Pete Baer reported that we have $2,973.38 in our checking account
with $1,167.73 in the charity fund and $1,805.65 available cash.
Dean Stevenson reported that the 29th Anniversary Celebration will be held at Sammy’s
Italian Pizza Kitchen in Annapolis on Sunday afternoon, September 26th. Each attendee will
order from the regular dinner menu and pay individually. Parking is free. You must sign up
no later than September 14th.
Bob reported that the “Village Display Exposition” will be held at the November Membership
Meeting. This is an opportunity to share some of your display ideas with the club members.
It is not a competition. All participants will be in a drawing for three $25.00 gift cards to the
Forget-Me-Not Factory. The dead line for sign-up is November 5th.
Pete reported that the NCC Virtual Mini Gathering will be held on Saturday, July 31st. There
will be seminars, Ms. Lit town will answer questions and raffle drawings. Dept 56 will send
a prize box to each club with members registered. The more members registered, the
bigger the box. We have 14 members registered. So far 206 people have registered out of
450 available. At this time 376 raffle tickets have been sold.
Dean reported that Lisa Johnson, Department 56 Representative, will be our guest speaker
at the September Membership meeting in-person or by Zoom depending on whether D56
will allow her to travel. She will tell us what D56 is deciding.
The business meeting was adjourned and everyone enjoyed our “Salute to America” meal
of fried chicken, hot dogs, baked beans, potato salad, rolls, watermelon pops and apple pie.
Submitted by Rosetta Clarke, Secretary

www.forgetmenotfactory.com
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CALENDAR
2021

Sep 5 Labor Day
Sep 14 Membership Meeting
Sep 26 29th Anniversary
Celebration

Oct 12 Board Meeting
Oct 31 Halloween

Nov 9 Membership Meeting
& Village Display
Exposition
Nov 25 Thanksgiving

Dec 14 Christmas Party
Dec 25 Christmas Day

The Annapolis Villagers Meetings
Unless otherwise noted, all Annapolis Villagers
Membership Meetings and Board Meetings are held
at the American Legion Post 175, 832 Manhattan
Beach Road, Severna Park, MD. Meetings start at
Aug
9 p.m.
7:00
From US-50, take MD-2 North exit. Follow MD-2
North through Arnold. After the traffic light at MD-2
and College Parkway, the next light is Jones Station
Road. Turn Right onto Jones Station Road and make
an immediate left onto Manhattan Beach Road.
Follow Manhattan Beach Road approximately 0.2
mile. Make a left into the parking lot of The American
Aug
9 Board
Legion
PostMeeting
175. The entrance to the Banquet Room
is to the left side of the parking lot in the rear.
From Baltimore Beltway (I-695), take MD-2 South.
Follow MD-2 South (Ritchie Highway) through
Severna Park. At Jones Station Road, make a left.
From Jones Station Road, proceed as above.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, WE
WILL FOLLOW ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY
SCHOOLS.

From the Editor...
Thanks to everyone who contributed to
this edition of The Village Crier.
If you have news to share, email me at
beustice7009@msn.com or call me at
(301) 552-1858.

Bob Eustice
NEWS DEADLINE FOR
THE NEXT ISSUE OF
THE VILLAGE CRIER:
October 20, 2021
Please send your items of interest
so that they are received by the
deadline.
The Village Crier
Bob Eustice, Editor
7009 Wood Thrush Drive
Lanham, MD 20706

